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“Every increment of construction must be made in such a way as to heal the city.”

- Christopher Alexander, A New Theory of Urban Design

“Cities have the capability of providing something for everybody, only because,
and only when, they are created by everybody.”

- Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities
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Introduction. The City of Albertville, Alabama is located in central Marshall County along US Highway 431 and Alabama Highway 75, approximately 70 miles northeast of
Birmingham, and 50 miles southeast of Huntsville. The population of the city according to Census 2013 is 21,556 persons. Of those, retail trade employs approximately 1,447
workers. Over the years, the City has experienced lost revenue and jobs due to retail leakage from the absence of a major commercial center. The conditions in Albertville's
downtown central business district have become deteriorated, are in need of rehabilitation, and qualify as blighted. A detailed Blight Assessment concluded that 50.7% of
Albertville’s Central Business District is in deteriorated or dilapidated condition. In recent years, city leadership has determined that it is economically in the best interest of
the city to prepare a long-range strategy and plan for the improvement and revitalization of the downtown to restore vital commerce to its central business district. This

would include a study of economic and market conditions as well as the physical conditions which contribute to the vitality and attractiveness of the downtown area.

Over the years, the City of Albertville has made serious efforts toward housing rehab, providing potable water to all residents, upgrading and expanding its sewer treatment
facilities, improving street and sidewalk conditions, airport expansion, renovating and expanding the City's Recreation Center, as well as planning for a new Senior Center
facility. The City has also made aggressive efforts to attract and retain industry and retail. These activities show true commitment from the City to raise the quality of life for all
residents. The City is looking to revitalize its blighted Central Business District—to boost economic opportunity and job creation, restore retail and commercial activity, and

revitalize its downtown-- the site of many community activities.

Need for Plan. The general economic and environmental conditions of the city and its downtown area make the development of a plan a much-needed effort to provide
guidance to city leaders for future development and improvement of the central business district. The city's leaders and business owners desire to undertake the
development of a study and plan for the central business district that will include providing an overall vision for the future of the downtown area and a strategy to eliminate
slum and blight. City officials recognize the importance for an overall comprehensive plan for revitalizing their downtown and restoring vital commercial activity to the heart

of the city.

Urgency. The proposed project addresses several of the major program guidelines for the national objective to prevent and eliminate slum and blight. Like most American
cities, commercial and retail activity has shifted away from the heart of the city to scattered strip development along major highways. Trends in housing and urban renewal
policies of the past, along with the lack of comprehensive planning have also contributed to the blighted conditions in Albertville’s downtown. The urgency for the
development of a planning process which will serve as a guide for orderly and consistent growth to restore economic vitality, create jobs, and aid in the elimination of slum

and blight, is a priority for the City.

Project Area. The geographic area covered in this study is the downtown commercial core of the city of Albertville and its surrounding central business district. The study area
consists of those city blocks which make up the central portion of the downtown area, and the mixed commercial areas to the residential fringe. The downtown includes
Albertville's main crossroads, Main Street/AL 205 and Broad Street/AL 75.



How Plan Will Guide Public Policy. The City of Albertville Downtown Master Plan includes a set of recommendations in the form of goals, objectives, and specific action
items for the City to use in an ongoing program of improvement to the downtown area and its surrounding commercial district. It includes a strategy that identifies roles of
various entities in the implementation of the plan as well as timeframes for the accomplishment of specific action items. This plan is to be used in conjunction with upcoming

ordinances, and makes recommendations to enhance those ordinances, if the City so chooses.

With this project, the City desires to begin the process of taking a comprehensive approach to city planning, starting with the downtown central business district. The next
area of priority for planning purposes will be the commercial corridor that extends along US Hwy 431 from the northern to the southern boundaries of the city. These two

efforts, along with a comprehensive review of the City’s development regulations, will provide a sound framework for the City to build upon.

Purpose of the Plan. Albertville has been considered regionally as the “Heart of Sand Mountain.” Over the years, however, internal and external forces have led to the decline
in retail growth and the deterioration of physical conditions in the downtown central business district. AlImost losing its beloved downtown completely to tornado disasters
and urban renewal policies of the past, Albertville has had a history of resilience and rebuilding itself. With new leadership, and a new vision for the city, Albertville has a
forward-looking desire for resurgence and long-term vitality. In addition, this plan is an important step in assisting Albertville to obtain the financial means to realize this goal

of revitalization.

This Albertville Downtown Master Plan is the culmination of the current administration’s planning efforts, along with private sector commitment, and a resurgence of

community pride from its residents. These sectors are working together in realizing the city’s vision for the future. This Plan defines that community spirit of Albertville.

Albertville Downtown Revitalization Plan
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Albertville Downtown Master Plan 2015
How This Plan Was Created

Community planning is a public activity based on citizen participation among residents, business owners, community leaders
and planning facilitators to guide future development. The Albertville Downtown Master Plan demonstrates this type of

teamwork in downtown revitalization planning.

Background. In 2012, the City of Albertville conducted an economic and market analysis to determine retail leakage and
associated revenue loss the city had been experiencing. The study found roughly 50% retail leakage across the board. Mayor

Honea wanted to meet with individuals in the community in small groups to discuss how the City and the new administration
could address retail development. City staff met with 10-12 different people each week from all sectors of the community — business owners, industry leaders, civic
organizations, education, utilities, banking, property owners, realtors, community advocates, city boards, etc. — to discuss the strengths, weaknesses and challenges that exist
in Albertville impacting retail recruitment. Those meetings, referred to as Retail Roundtables, ran over the course of three months, where the City received feedback from
approximately 120 people and compiled a list of all the comments. After reviewing the comments carefully, the City determined that the issues addressed could be classified
into seven categories — aesthetics, planning, downtown revitalization, property acquisition, quality of life, existing retail, and marketing. In an effort to share those results
with everyone that participated, a workshop was held at Sand Mountain Toyota to review the commonalities from those discussions and the idea was presented to form
seven committees to address each of those seven areas. A signup sheet was distributed and attendees were encouraged to sign up for the committee of their choice. The

Downtown Revitalization Committee that was formed has been serving as the steering committee for the downtown master planning process.

In 2013, the TARCOG Planning Department met with Mayor Honea and several other city leaders to discuss priority issues affecting community development. The top three
issues discussed were sewer needs, a new senior center, and downtown revitalization. It was decided that TARCOG Planning staff would write a grant for the City to embark
on a comprehensive plan for downtown revitalization. After the grant was awarded, the City contracted with TARCOG to develop the plan. The planning process for the
Albertville Downtown Master Plan began in April 2014, and includes seven essential steps: project orientation, evaluation of current economic conditions, evaluation of
current physical conditions, development of community vision and long-range goals, concept and strategy formulation, draft plan, and final plan and adoption. The most
important step in this process is the community visioning and citizen engagement
component to gain consensus and guide the direction of the plan to best represent
the vision and values of the community. This included a series of intensive planning
workshops, as well as obtaining local input via online and door-to-door surveys. In
the first month, TARCOG Planning Department embarked on the first phase of this
step and conducted a series of stakeholder workshops to identify the issues, needs,
concerns, and vision of city leaders. The stakeholder groups included participants
representing property owners, developers, business owners, bankers and economic

development experts, utilities and public infrastructure professionals, design




professionals and beautification experts, city staff, and other interests who have a stake in the success of Downtown Albertville. The next series of planning workshops
involved community citizens at large, including Albertville residents, school students, churches, and other civic groups, as well as the stakeholder groups. In February 2015,
the Draft Plan was presented to the Albertville City Council. Formal adoption took place March 02, 2015.




How to Read This Plan

Please note that the multiple strategies recommended in this plan are to be looked at as a comprehensive approach to enhance and support economic development and quality of life,
which go hand-in-hand in improving the overall conditions of the downtown, and in turn, improve the conditions of the city overall.

The Albertville Downtown Master Plan is a 10-year plan and shall be reviewed annually to determine work programs and to ensure goals and objectives are met in
accordance with the corresponding timeframes. Furthermore, this is a flexible guiding document - revisions can be made annually to reflect any internal or budgetary
changes or development changes that may arise within the city.

This Plan shall be updated every five years.

This Downtown Master Plan presents the primary goals and objectives that will set the direction for Downtown Albertville during the next ten years. Master Plans are by their nature
comprehensive and contain broad statements of general goals, directions and overarching principles. A clear understanding of the Master Plan is essential to understanding and
evaluating the plan’s Implementation Strategies, since these strategies are specifically designed to carry out the goals of the Master Plan.

Chapter Sections:

The Process section in this document details the Planning Process, reviews the authorization for city planning in the State of Alabama, and describes the steps taken to achieve the
overall goals for downtown revitalization.

The Visioning report documents the community input phase of the planning process and outlines the steps taken that determined the community Vision, as well as the goals and
objectives to support that Vision. The Vision Statement is an affirmation of that Vision and its goals. The Albertville Downtown Master Plan and its concepts and strategies are rooted in
the Vision and Goals, which were developed by a citizen Downtown Steering Committee in partnership with City staff and the public. The Master Plan used public feedback and
structured visioning sessions with the community, the Steering Committee, and other City officials to identify and articulate the Vision that the community wants to see for Downtown
Albertville at the end of this Plan’s 10-year window. This statement of Vision and Goals sets the direction for the Master Plan.

The Analysis section of this document reports the current economic conditions of the city overall, and the market conditions impacting the downtown, as well as the physical conditions
of the downtown, including: its regional context transportation networks, the history of Albertville and the history of development patterns that have impacted the downtown,
downtown historic structures; vehicular and pedestrian circulation, blighted structures, parking needs; infrastructure conditions; land use: urban formy infill opportunities; a facade study;
design and aesthetics assessments; as well as inventory of the commercial, cultural, and historical assets of the community. At the community workshops, participants were also asked
about infrastructure needs. The Downtown Study Area boundary is outlined for the purposes of this plan only. At the initial phases of analysis, planners walked the boundary, observing
land use, current zoning, and character of urban form, and determined the appropriate study area based on those characteristics. The various analysis maps also identify
Pedestrian/Vehicular Conflict Points that require a particular degree of design emphasis.

The Concept section in the Albertville Downtown Master Plan focuses on the physical goals of the district to support the community Vision for revitalization. This section maps out the
historical and cultural assets important to the community within the existing framework of the district and begins to chart out vital connections to strengthen the overall district. It also
organizes the downtown district into five character areas (or subdistricts): the Downtown Commercial Core’ the North Broad Street Gateway subdistrict: the Warehouse subdistrict’ the
Railroad subdistrict: and the Civic subdistrict. The appropriate physical goals for each subdistrict are based on land use and dimensional characteristics for zoning purposes. Design
standards are addressed for the overall district and are also addressed in detail in the Design Guidelines section of the Plan. Although this Downtown Master Plan places primary design
emphasis on the downtown district and its gateways, this study also address the neighborhood and educational fringe areas, and their important relation to the downtown area. The
Master Plan’s Concept section includes recommendations for physical improvements within the district overall, gives recommendations for the structure and organization of the district



for zoning purposes, but also gives recommendations to strengthen connections between the downtown, its gateways, and the vital community anchors within the fringe areas that
support it with the overarching goal to strengthen the district overall.

These concepts are discussed in the Plan: Opportunities and Linkages. Opportunity sites are areas where infill and redevelopment can be considered in order to stimulate revitalization
of the downtown as a whole and support neighboring retail. Linkage Opportunities represent existing or potential travelways that are particularly important to the quality of life and
revitalization of the area, and are appropriate sites in which to locate passive recreation to connect community assets.

Some Goals and Strategies are highlighted throughout the body of the document within the Analysis and Concept sections (particularly pertaining to physical conditions); however, all
of the Strategies and Action Items are listed in the Strategy Action Plan section of this document and are organized under the four revitalization focus areas: Physical Design, Economic
Structuring, Organization, and Promotion, with an overall Goal listed for each focus area.

Financial strategies and funding mechanisms for implementation of the Albertville Downtown Master Plan are provided in the Financial Strategies/Implementation section of this
document.

Example design guidelines can be found in the Design Guidelines section of this document.

The Appendices section contains the detailed Economic Conditions report as well as results from the Community Surveys and the Dot Analysis Exercises from the Community
Workshops to further support and evidence the concepts and strategies of this Plan.

The References section lists the literature, case studies, and articles researched by the Downtown Steering Committee team in their effort to study downtown revitalization, as part of
the planning process.

This document is not intended for use by City staff only. Making Downtown Albertville into an essential, vibrant, lively dimension of the city will require commitment from City
departments, the business community, civic organizations, and private residents as well. By using the tools in this plan to work toward revitalization goals, the Albertville community will
discover the economic, social and cultural benefits of a vibrant urban core.

Successful downtowns have a strong organization whose sole purpose is comprehensively revitalizing their downtown.
Successful downtowns value their historic buildings and places and treat those as their prime assets.

Successful downtowns have residents.

Successful downtowns have a mix of retail, office, and entertainment businesses, as well as open spaces.

Successful downtowns promote themselves.

Successful downtowns pay attention to details.

Successful downtowns have people who want to walk.

Successful downtowns have something for everyone.

Successful downtowns are in communities where people care about downtown.

Successful downtowns are a reflection of a strong and vibrant community.
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Authorization for City Planning in the State of Alabama

Sections 11-52-8 and 11-52-9 of the Code of Alabama outline the authority and purpose of a city comprehensive planning process. These paragraphs are Sections 6 and 7 of the
Standard City Planning Enabling Act published by the U.S. Department of Commerce in 1928 and adopted by the State of Alabama in 1935.

‘Tt shall be the function and duty of the City Planning Commission to make and adopt a master plan for the physical development of the municipality, including any
areas outside of its boundaries which, in the commission’s judgment, bear relation to the planning of such municipality. Such plan, with the accompanying maps,
plats, charts, and descriptive matter shall show the commission's recommendations for the development of said territory, including, among other things, the
general location, character and extent of streets, viaducts, subways, bridges, waterways, waterfronts, boulevards, parkways, playgrounds, squares, parks, aviation
fields and other public ways, grounds and open spaces, the general location of public buildings and other public property, the general location and extent of public
utilities and terminals, whether publicly or privately owned or operated, for water, light sanitation, transportation, communication, power and other purposes, the
removal, relocation, widening, narrowing, vacating, abandonment change of use or extension of any of the foregoing ways, grounds, open spaces, buildings,
property, utilities or terminals; as well as a zoning plan for the control of the height area, bulk, location, and use of buildings and premises.”

"As the work of making the whole master plan progresses, the commission may from time to time adopt and publish a part or parts thereof, any such part to cover
one or more major sections or divisions of the municipality or one or more of the aforesaid or other functional matters to be included in the plan. The commission
may from time to time amend, extend, or add to the plan.”

“In the preparation of such plans the commission shall make careful and comprehensive surveys and studies of present conditions and future growth of the
municipality and with due regard to its relation to neighboring territory. The plan shall be made with the general purpose of guiding and accomplishing a
coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious development of the municipality and its environs which will, in accordance with present and future needs, best promote
health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity, and general welfare as well as efficiency and economy in the process of development, including, among other
things, adequate provision for traffic, the promotion of safety from fire and other dangers, adequate provision for light and air, the promotion of the healthful and
convenient distribution of population, the promotion of good civic design and arrangement, wise and efficient expenditure of public funds, and the adequate
provision of public utilities and other public requirements.”



Planning Steps. The fundamental premise for developing a comprehensive strategy for downtown Albertville lies in the formulation of a well-defined set of planning
procedures. Developing a planning process requires a holistic examination of the determined solution and how the solution will materialize into implementation strategy for
future development. To maximize this effort, the planning staff defined a seven step agenda that programs the development of the plan. An outline of the process is

summarized as follows:

Project Orientation. The planning team held meetings with city leaders for the purpose of discussing the overall approach to be used in the development plan. This step
involved city leaders in setting the direction of the effort, making necessary adjustments to better mold the plan to best serve the city's interests, and reviewing the steps and
timeframe necessary for the completion of the project.

Evaluation of Current Conditions — Economic. The planning staff performed an evaluation of the current conditions of the city regarding economic conditions. This report is
contained in this document.

Evaluation of Current Conditions — Physical. The planning staff evaluated the current conditions of the downtown area and immediate surrounding neighborhoods
regarding physical conditions. This involves: 1) an examination of the structures of the area from a functional design standpoint; 2) a study of traffic and parking issues,
including vehicular and pedestrian circulation; 3) a visual survey of the area to assess the weakness and opportunities the downtown area presents; and 4) a more specific
survey of building facades to determine ways to improve the appearance of downtown buildings; 4) an assessment of infill opportunities to determine areas for
redevelopment and revitalization.

Development of Community Vision and Long Range Goals. A vital part of completing the plan is attaining meaningful public participation in the planning process with the
intent to obtain a consensus on a course of action. The public participation component has the purpose of setting long-range goals and supporting objectives that set forth a
vision and direction for the future of the downtown area. Stakeholder meetings, community surveys, and community workshops were conducted to gain intimate local
knowledge on community issues and an understanding of community values.

Concept and Strategy Formulation. Using the evaluation of current conditions, the community vision and long-range goals, and feedback from city leaders, the planning
staff developed a concept for the future of Downtown Albertville. The concept includes an overall strategy to provide possible solutions to area problems and potential
activities to capitalize on Downtown's assets and opportunities.

Draft Plan. Following the presentation and general acceptance of the plan concept, the planning staff used the comments regarding the concept as guidance for drafting the
plan. This includes formulating an action plan that outlines the scheduling of, and responsibility for, tasks and activities that need to be undertaken.

Final Plan. In formulating the final plan, the public comments were synthesized regarding the first draft and a final plan was prepared. The final plan document was presented
to the City for acceptance and adoption.



Process

Draft & Final Project
Plans Orientation
Concept & Evaluation
Strategy of Current
Formulation Conditions
Development of

Community Vision &
Long Range Goals

Community Involvement. The Planning Commission, the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, the City Council, along with the Commercial
Development Authority, and the Economic Development Department,
will rely on the plan when making decisions for economic and
community development. These Boards were involved in the planning
process of the Plan. The Downtown Revitalization Committee served as
the Downtown Steering Committee for this project. Additionally, the
planning process included the identification of stakeholders and
general community involvement. A community survey and community
workshops were used to obtain public input. The intent of the planning
process for the Albertville Downtown Master Plan is for inclusiveness
and transparency in order to achieve a Program that reflects the desires
of the people for their community.

Process. Prior to the planning workshops, TARCOG planners focused
their efforts on gathering base information. This included learning
about local history, reviewing previous studies, examining the existing
ordinances and land development regulations, and analyzing the
physical, social, and economic characteristics of Downtown. TARCOG
interviewed city officials, visited and presented to civic groups and
community organizations, conducted a month-long series of
stakeholder workshops, surveyed the community at large, conducted
several community workshops, and consulted with the Downtown
Steering Committee throughout the entire ten month planning period.
Planners compiled the information gathered from site visits in a series
of site analysis diagrams. The diagrams contain information and data

pertaining to land use, property ownership, parking supply, blighted structures, pedestrian and vehicular circulation, historical and cultural assets, visual assessment from

stakeholder and community input, as well as dot analyses to prioritize issues and needs and to identify possible solutions. This is to gain as much community input as

possible to capture the Vision the community has for its downtown. This Plan is intended to reveal that Vision, and give professional urban design and planning principles, as

well as financial guidance to further support the revitalization process.



Public Awareness. A key element in preparing for the planning workshops

was generating public awareness. City staff spread the word about the M{)
downtown plan by placing ads in the local newspapers, posting public ; eI‘tVI”e

notices, placing flyers in City Hall and businesses downtown, and W - .

.

interviewing with news media.

Data Gathering. TARCOG planners analyzed the issues affecting the city as a
whole, such as economic, retail, and market conditions, growth areas, trends
and forces, and the dynamics affecting the city’s growth patterns, as well as

obstacles affecting downtown development. Focus then turned to the
downtown study area, examining the existing urban fabric, analyzing every block and noting areas of particular
importance. Planners photographed a variety of urban conditions and infrastructure issues, noting urban form, building
placement, architectural character, street design, and topographic conditions. Parking supply and demand as well as :
potential areas for infill development were determined. Planners also highlighted buildings of cultural or historical [ e
significance and the unique conditions and characteristics of the downtown. A primary goal of the initial base =
information gathering was to identify crosscutting issues that dictate reoccurring conversation among community
members and business people. By gaining intimate local knowledge from stakeholder SWOT analysis (identifying the
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats), and analyzing over 530 community surveys, TARCOG planners were

prepared to identify the major issues affecting the downtown and present these findings to the general public at the

Por favor confim

planning workshops. After the presentation, community members were asked to engage in the planning process with a |tk
series of exercises to obtain further input from the public. Citizens were asked to rank particular issues affecting their downtown, as well as analyze physical conditions. This
data was collected and synthesized by TARCOG planners to further refine the community Vision for Downtown Albertville. The Visioning Report details this Vision.

Throughout the planning process, TARCOG Planners worked intimately with the Downtown Steering Committee to assess issues affecting downtown development, as well as
refining the community vision. A vision statement was formulated that captured community values, ideals, and aspirations for downtown. The team also refined and

prioritized long term and short term goals and objectives to achieve the vision for downtown revitalization.

This revitalization plan is the culmination of public and private efforts and is intended to be used as a guide to further those
efforts to physically and economically enhance and sustain Downtown Albertville. Committed citizens of Albertville permitted
TARCOG Planners to lead them through a process to identify ideas for future development in downtown. The Albertville
Downtown Master Plan is a result of the collective insight and effort of Albertville city officials, staff, business leaders, and
residents. The plan establishes a Vision, built on the community’s aspirations for Downtown Albertville. A plan that does not
involve those it hopes to serve cannot fully realize its potential. Downtown revitalization is a holistic and comprehensive process
that involves four essential components:




—_

Physical Design

)
2)  Economic Structuring
3) Promotion
4)  Organization

The integration of these four elements helped organize the goals and objectives and

the implementation strategies in the final chapters of this plan. This plan provides

specific recommendations and is descriptive, creative, and flexible. With leadership

and perseverance, the plan will be a tool to guide public and private investment over the next 10 years, and to secure additional grants and funding from various sources.

The Visioning Process. The Vision Statement and the Goals and Objectives are a reflection of the input and feedback from the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and
threats (SWOT Analysis) gained from the various stakeholder meetings, interviews with City leaders, community surveys results, community workshop exercises, and multiple
Downtown Steering Committee meetings. From this, the Vision of the community for their downtown was determined. Goals and objectives for each focus area were

formulated to achieve that Vision. Specific Action Items were listed to meet each Goal.

Primary Goals:

1) Physical Design Goal: Create a diverse, attractive, safe, accessible, and vibrant downtown that capitalizes on existing assets. Create
vibrant community spaces. Integrate and maintain a well-proportioned, functional urban form.

2) Economic Structuring Goal: Create a vibrant hub for commercial and community activity. Attract diverse retail and assemble a mix of
compatible uses to give downtown a competitive advantage.

3) Organization Goal: Organize the needed capacity to implement the Albertville Downtown Master Plan. Organize downtown
stakeholders and coordinate city departments for ongoing management and implementation of revitalization efforts to ensure
efficiency and achievement of goals.

4) Promotion Goal: Promote and celebrate the unique creativity, history, and community spirit of Albertville. Promote Downtown

Albertville and its business community. Celebrate Albertville’s musical heritage. Cultivate a place to live, work, shop, and play.

Vision Statement:

“We will strive to develop a vibrant, unique, and diverse downtown that celebrates the creativity,
history, and community spirit of Albertville. One Town. One Heartbeat.”



“Downtown is a different kind of retail area because it reflects the character of the town. ..When
you’re in downtown Albertville you’re supposed to know where you are. It is unique. It is the heart
of the community. And that’s what everyone hopes we can recapture.”

- Nathan Broadhurst, Council President



“Your downtown or traditional commercial district is the most visible indicator of community pride,
along with its economic and social health. It is either an asset or a liability in the effort to recruit
new residents, new businesses and industries, retirees, tourists, and others to your community and to
keep those you already have.”

- National Trust for Historic Preservation
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Current Conditions
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Physical
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Albertville is the largest city in Marshall County, Alabama. The town was established near its crossroads, at 406 East Main Street, where on January 13, 1860, James C. Miller established
a post office and the community's first store. Miller, who was later killed during the Civil War, named the town Albertville in honor of his father-in-law, Thomas A. Albert, one of the
area's first residents and town leader until his death in 1876. Albertville was first settled around 1850, but wasn't officially incorporated until February 18, 1891. It lies on Sand Mountain,
a fertile plateau about 25 miles wide and 75 miles long, extending from about 40 miles northeast of Birmingham.

Albertville and the surrounding area are rich in Native American Indian history, and were inhabited by the Cherokee Indians until their removal to Oklahoma in the 1830s. It is located
near the border of the former Cherokee and Creek nations and arose at the juncture of several Native American trails which afforded communication
and military action between the two nations. Migration to this region began in 1844 and continued until the advent of the Civil War. The area around
Albertville was the scene of several mid-level clashes between Union and Confederate forces. In 1872, knowledge of the area's rich soil and lush forest
began to spread and another gradual immigration to the area began. The Spanish explorer Hernando DeSoto also crossed this area during his
expeditions in 1540.

By 1896, Main Street experienced a proliferation of stores and businesses. One of the first successful businesses was the Marshall County Drug
Company, pictured here. The train depot was built in the early 1890s by the Nashville, Chattanooga, and St. Louis Railway connecting trunk lines at
Gadsden with water transportation on the Tennessee River at Guntersville. It remained busy until the 1940s, when passenger traffic was phased out,
but still remains standing today.

In 1893, the Alabama Legislature passed an act for the establishment of an agricultural college in each of the state’s congressional districts. Albertville
was chosen as the site for the school for the 7th District. Hit by the Great Depression, however, it was turned over to the Albertville City Board of

Education in 1936 (Burgess). The school evolved into today’s Albertville High School, recognized for its award-winning music programs and whose sports teams are still known as the
"Aggies.”

™ On April 24, 1908, the city was virtually wiped out by a tornado that became known as “The Great Cyclone of 1908.” The storm killed
35 people across northeastern Alabama, including 15 in Albertville. More than 150 houses were destroyed at a cost of $350,000 in
1908 dollars. Relief was delivered by railroad from Gadsden, transporting doctors, nurses, and the Alabama militia guards. The
wreckage covered 40 acres or more in the heart of the town, almost completely leveling Main Street. However, the town was quickly
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