
 

Record Attendance at Caregiver College 2025

A record crowd of 316 attended the free, one-day conference held from 7:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. on Friday, Nov. 21, at the Huntsville Marriott — Space & Rocket Center.

Sherry Wilson arrived early and took a seat at a table near the back of the
main gathering space for Caregiver College. She was anxious and stressed,
with many questions about caring for her 79-year-old mother.

“I have so many questions,” she said before the event got underway.

But by the end of the day, Sherry was noticeably more relaxed, and her only
regret was that she couldn’t attend every session.

“I’ve got a feeling of extreme peace,” Sherry said as she was leaving. “I came
here with so many unanswered questions. I didn’t know what I would find or
what this whole experience was going to be like, and I’m just so glad that I
came.”
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She made new friends and, most importantly, gained “so much knowledge on
things I can take away to help me be a caregiver.”

Sherry — and many others just like her — is the reason TARCOG held
Caregiver College in conjunction with National Family Caregivers Month.
A record crowd of 316 attended the free, one-day conference held from 7:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 21, at the Huntsville Marriott — Space &
Rocket Center.

Read more

 

Growing Our Economy: ARC grant leads to new Loan Fund
Director

There’s a new loan fund director in
place at Neighborhood Concepts, Inc.
(NCI), to help small businesses grow
and retain jobs throughout the
TARCOG Region.
 
The Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC) in December
awarded more than $12.6 million to 80
projects designed to strengthen local
economies across 12 Appalachian
states. TARCOG is one of five
grantees from Alabama.
 
More than $11.6 million of the pot was
awarded through READY Grants to
Grow, a funding opportunity that helps
Appalachian organizations obtain the
skills, knowledge, and resources
necessary to strengthen their local
economies — now and into the future.
 
TARCOG received a $252,180 grant to
be used over three years to establish
new loan fund director and outreach
specialist positions to improve
consistency and efficiency in the
delivery of loans to small businesses
through partner Neighborhood
Concepts, Inc. (NCI). The nonprofit
administers TARCOG’s Revolving
Loan Fund through the North Alabama
Revolving Loan Fund, LLC.
 
“I see this as a great opportunity for
both of our organizations, as well as
the region, to have someone full time

John-Michael Marlin is the new loan fund
director at Neighborhood Concepts, Inc.
(NCI)
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and dedicated solely to this work,” said
TARCOG Economic Development and
Planning Director Lee Terry.

Read more

Let's talk about: Senior Employment Program

After nearly five months of furloughed
workers and funding uncertainty,
TARCOG’s senior employment
program is back in action and seeking
48 individuals aged 55 and older who
are in need of a part-time community
service job.

Starting on July 1, participants were
furloughed due to potential federal
funding cuts. On Nov. 16, Program
Manager John Sanders received
notification that furloughed workers
could return to work, and the program
is now funded through June 2026.

One of the biggest changes when the
program was reinstated is a significant
pay bump. Previously set at $7.25 per
hour, the pay for participants in the
current fiscal year has increased to
$12 per hour, thanks to a pilot
program.

This increase allows participants to
work up to 29 hours per week, offering
much-needed financial support for
seniors, many of whom are looking for
part-time jobs to help make ends meet.
The results of the pilot program will
determine whether the higher pay
continues after June 2026.

TARCOG Senior Community Service
Employment Program Manager John
Sanders giving a presentation on the
program.

Read more

Senior Center Spotlight: City of Madison
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On an unusually warm but rainy
Thursday morning in mid-December,
Louise Webb grips a bright pink
umbrella as she makes her way across
the crowded parking lot to the Madison
Senior Center. At 85, she moves with
purpose — there’s a chair exercise
class waiting, followed by choir
practice.
 
“I’ve met more friends than ever here,”
Louise said. “Everyone here is so nice,
and I just enjoy coming on a regular
basis. If I wasn’t here, I’d just be sitting
around the house. When I come here,
I stay as long as I can.”
 
Louise first discovered the center five
years ago while grocery shopping at
Kroger. She picked up a magazine
featuring a story about the Madison
Senior Center, called the next day to
ask if she was eligible, and hasn’t
looked back since.
 
That sense of belonging is a common
refrain among members — including,
apparently, the center’s newest and
most unusual regular.
 
A white rooster affectionately
nicknamed “Cluck Norris” wandered
onto the property one day and decided
to stay. Now the beloved feathered
mascot can often be found near the
front door or peering through windows,
seemingly keeping an eye on the
activity inside. And those inside
keeping track of his movements.

Read the story

Madison Senior Center Choir practice

Employee of the Month: Lamiesha Wright
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Lameisha Wright is an administrative
assistant who has a wonderful
personality, and her demeanor is
welcoming and inviting.
 
In a nomination for TARCOG's montly
recognition, a coworker said
"every time I've needed assistance,
she has helped me with a smile, and
she has made me feel like I am a part
of the team.
 
The coworker said Lameisha’s
“suggestions have been amazing,” and
it shows “that she enjoys her job.”
 
Lameisha has been the coordinator of
this year's Winter Wishes
campaign, which involves coordinating
with case managers to develop the
"wish list" for each client who chooses
to participate, and the
sponsors who generously help fulfill
the wishes.

Read more

TARCOG Administrative Assistant
Lamiesha Wright

MORE NEWS

UPDATE ON NEW OFFICE There's a
lot of excitement for the TARCOG
Board and staff as construction is
nearing completion on the new
building. TARCOG Executive Director
Michelle Gilliam Jordan was excited to
see the new signage which went up
the week of Dec. 15.

 

The TARCOG Board of Directors has
a new slate of officers for the current
fiscal year including Athens City
Councilman James E. Lucas as
president, Guntersville City
Councilman John Myers as vice
president, Arab Mayor Bob Joslin as
secretary, and DeKalb County
Commissioner Lester Black as
treasurer. The ex-officio is Connie

https://tarcog.us/employee-of-the-month-december-2025/
https://tarcog.us/employee-of-the-month-december-2025/
https://tarcog.us/employee-of-the-month-december-2025/
https://tarcog.us/employee-of-the-month-july-2025/


Spears, a resident of the City of
Madison.

WINTER WISHES UPDATE About
1,000 gifts were delivered to 285
recipients of TARCOG’s Winter Wishes
Drive during the 2025 holiday season.

“We are so appreciative to all of the
sponsors who made these wishes
come true,” said Sheila Dessau-Ivey,
director of TARCOG’s Area Agency on
Aging. “The impact of these acts of
generosity and kindness cannot be
underestimated. Our case managers
have shared story after story of the
happiness that the gifts brought to our
clients during a time that could have
been especially sad and lonely for
them.”

TARCOG’s Medicaid Waiver Program
serves more than 1,000 clients of all
ages in DeKalb, Jackson, Limestone,
Madison and Marshall counties. The
holiday campaign started in 2002 as a
simple gesture to pass on kindness
and joy to those in need. Read more
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