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SPECIAL NEW BUILDING EDITION

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION!

Officials attending the ribbon cutting included from left, DeKalb County Commissioner and TARCOG Board Member Lester Black,
State Rep. and TARCOG Board Member Mike Kirkland, State Rep. Ginny Shaver, State Rep. Marilyn Lands, State Rep. Rex
Reynolds, State Rep. Tom Butler, TARCOG Executive Director Michelle Gilliam Jordan, Guntersville City Councilman and TARCOG
Board Member John Myers, Athens City Councilman and TARCOG Board President James Lucas, State Rep. Andy Whitt, Limestone
County Commissioner and TARCOG Board Member Johnny Turner, Limestone County resident and TARCOG Board Member Helen
Carter, Madison County Commissioner Rex Vaughn, Madison city resident and TARCOG Board Ex Officio Connie Spears, Huntsville
Mayor and TARCOG Board Member Tommy Battle, Madison County Commissioner and TARCOG Board Member Craig Hill, State
Rep. Phillip Rigsby, and can't be seen on the second row, Arab Mayor and TARCOG Board Member Robert "Bob" Joslin, Geraldine
Mayor and TARCOG Board Member Chuck Ables, DeKalb County resident and TARCOG Board Member Larry Chesser, and Gurley
Mayor Stan Simpson

Michelle Gilliam Jordan on a TARCOG milestone

Welcome to this special edition newsletter highlighting our new office building. In
just three short weeks, TARCOG staff moved in and officially opened the facility with
a ribbon cutting on April 16.

We are excited to be home again—just a few blocks from our longtime location—as
we replant our roots in Cummings Research Park and MidCity.
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Working alongside our executive team and architect, Les Tillery, we were intentional
in designing spaces that support our staff and the work they do each day. From the
windows to the color schemes and furnishings, every detail was thoughtfully
considered. Doster Construction then turned the dream into a reality.

While there’s more to share than space allows, a few highlights include a dedicated
office for light-sensitive staff, a private telephone room for those working in cubicles,
and wellness rooms on each floor. These quiet, calming spaces are especially
important for our Area Agency on Aging staff, who sometimes need a moment to
regroup after challenging home visits or the loss of a client.

Our new office is located at 4976 Corporate Drive NW, near the intersection of Old
Monrovia Road. For the past three years, the agency has operated from a
temporary location after a flood destroyed our longtime office just down the street.

This facility now serves as TARCOG’s home base as we support communities
across DeKalb, Jackson, Limestone, Madison, and Marshall counties—identifying
shared challenges, opportunities, and solutions.

Within this region, 173,694 residents are age 60 or older, representing 41 percent of
TARCOG's total population of 742,021.

During the ribbon cutting, State Rep. Rex Reynolds served as guest speaker, noting
that nearly 1,200 nursing home—eligible clients received in-home care last year
through the TARCOG Area Agency on Aging’s Medicaid Waiver program—resulting
in an estimated $132 million in savings to the Alabama Medicaid Program.

He also highlighted TARCOG'’s continued impact in economic development and
planning, including securing more than $7.7 million in grant funding last year for 16
community projects across the region.

This is meaningful work, and we are grateful to everyone who joined us to celebrate
this milestone. Approximately 200 people attended the ribbon cutting and building
tour, including state legislators, regional government leaders, board members, staff,
and many valued partners.

On behalf of our board and staff, we are proud—and happy—to be back in a
permanent home.

Michelle

See the photos

Honoring Our History: New spaces with special names



https://flic.kr/s/aHBqjCRU13

Within the 25,000-square-foot
TARCOG building, rooms are more
than just spaces—they carry the
names of the people and places that
built the region.

At the previous office, the large
conference room honored longtime
Executive Director Bob Culver. In the
new building, the largest conference
room still bears his name.

Conference rooms throughout the
building are also named for the five
counties TARCOG serves.

The Marshall County Conference
Room is located inside the first-floor
Executive Administrative Office. The
Jackson County Conference Room sits
between the Executive Administrative
Office and the Finance Department.
The Madison County Staff Lounge is
also on the first floor.

Upstairs, more names — and stories
— continue.

The DeKalb County Conference Room
is located in the Area Agency on Aging
Programs section, while the Limestone
County Conference Room sits within
the aging director's administrative
offices.

One of the most personal tributes
belongs to Delwyn “Del” Schafer, who
marked 50 years with TARCOG in
November. The Economic
Development & Planning office now
bears his name.

Placing the Delwyn “Del” Schafer
ED&P Office on the front door ensures
his legacy will not be forgotten, said
department director Lee Terry.

In a private moment before the ribbon
cutting, Executive Director Michelle Gilliam
Jordan unveils the new Nancy Robertson
Training Room as Nancy, Director of Aging
Programs Sheila Dessau-lvey, Finance
Director Gerald Carter, Economic
Development & Planning Director Lee Terry,
and former Area Agency on Aging Director
Rene Breland look on.

Before the ribbon cutting, Economic
Development & Planning Department
Project Manager Del Schafer was surprised
to see his name on a door in the new
building leading to what's called the Delwyn
"Del" Schafer ED&P Office. From left, staff
Leslie Wright and James King are among
those who chatted with Del and his wife
Shauna.
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Other named spaces in the new TARCOG office include the Bob Culver Meeting Room, and
rooms named for each of the counties supported by TARCOG including DeKalb, Jackson,
Limestone, Madison and Marshall counties.

Read more

Adventures at TARCOG: A Labor of Craft and Curiosity
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At 85 years old, Philip Anderson still
remembers the project that challenged
him, surprised him and, ultimately,
became one of his proudest
accomplishments.

“I've enjoyed my adventure with
TARCOG,” said the board’s longest
serving member.

He was first appointed to the board
after being elected to the Dutton Town
Council in the early 1990s.

More than 20 years ago, Philip was
approached by former TARCOG
Executive Director Bob Culver with an
idea: create a custom, handcrafted
wood map of the region. Philip had
never done anything quite like it
before.

“Bob came to me and asked if | would
do it,” he said. “I hadn’t ever done
nothing like that.”

With the help of another TARCOG
employee who created scaled patterns
for each county, Philip got to work—
right out of his garage.

“We cut each county to scale, then
picked out the wood to make it,” he
said.

Read more

TARCOG Board Member Philip Anderson

Employee of the Month: Shelanda Pride
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TARCOG is lucky to have Shelanda
Pride as a leader. She is a great
mentor to the rest of the supervisors
she collaborates with as well as her
team.

Shelanda is always in a good mood
and speaks to everyone when she
walks in a room. She gets to the
bottom of complex problems, and she
is an effective communicator.

In an Employee of the Month
nomination, a staff member said she
“was drowning in my caseload” until
Shelanda offered a solution.

“It really meant a lot that a person in
leadership listened to me and decided
to take matters in their own hands and
carry some of the burden,” the
nominator said, stating that Shelanda
is an excellent leader.

“She does not hesitate to help anyone
who needs assistance whether they
are on her team or not.”

Read more

TARCOG Medicaid Waiver Supervisor
Shelanda Pride

Meet TARCOG's Leadership: Lester Black

Namel/Title: Lester Black, TARCOG
Treasurer

How long have you been on the
TARCOG Board? Seven years. I'm in
my first year on the executive board.

What has been your biggest
professional achievement? Owning
my own businesses and being elected
to the DeKalb County Commission. |
owned Rainsville Tire for 12 years and
before that | had an electronics repair
business. I'm in my eighth year as
county commissioner eighth year and
if reelected this year, within the next
two years there will be no more dirt
roads in District 4. That's 400 miles
and when | started it was my goal to
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TARCOG Board Treasurer Lester Black
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have all of them paved. If the economy
holds up, it will get done.

What career advice do you live by?
Who gave it to you? That would be to
never stand still and always be looking
forward. | actually put it together from
two or three different things I've read
about people who were successful
business people.

Read about how Lester outran
the sheriff at age 4

MORE NEWS

SENIOR FUN FEST to celebrate Older
o M Americans Month will be Tuesdsay,
oo 5\’( ARCOG L May 12, 2026, at the Alabama A&M
B MOMECOM]NS‘J Agribition Center, from 10 a.m. to 1
El L SENTOTEONFESTS gq p.m. Tickets are $7. LEARN MORE
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 TUESDAY. MAY 1210:00 AM - t00PM

©Alabama A&M Agribition Conter — 4925 Moores Mill Road — Hunteville
- MUSIC GAMES SNACKS LUNCH P S AND MORE

7 DVANCE TICKETS $5 — until April 24!
E N Starting April 25, and at the door, tickets will be $7

I ALDOT GRANTS OPEN The Alabama

PRE-EVENT

- Department of Transportation is
 MyowlossiConchentghg soliciting applications for the Trans-

* Senior centers in DeKalb, Jackson, Limestone CAR SHOW K i i
« Tancos ortee sr7s Copmarevrvor [T portation Alternatives Set-Aside

KARAOKE

22685008 o wrvrin Program (TAP) for FY 2027 and
Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility of
Seniors and Individuals with
Disabilities Program LEARN MORE

DO YOU NEED HELP WITH AN AGING ISSUE?
CALL TARCOG AT 256-830-0818

Visit our Website

256-830-0818
4976 Corporate Drive NW
Huntsville, AL 35806
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